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Questionl (short essay)

In Roland Barthes' 1967 essay "the Death of the Author," Barthes regards a text as
not being dominated by the author (the author's personality) and writes about the fact
that "the birth of the reader" has replaced the "death of the author." Barthes liberates
us from the modern custom of reading a text through its relationship with its author,
and entrusts the reader with the dynamism of reading the text as a " -------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- " Reading into this, one could
say that in "the Death of the Author," the reader is put forward as the new concept of
the author.

The relationship between author and reader (audience) has changed, especially for
art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction. In other words, an environment has arisen
in which artwork is distributed without the creator and receiver knowing one another.
Furthermore, that relationship continues to change due to the diffusion of the internet

and the invigoration of social network services in recent years.

Based on the above premise, describe an example from recent years that leads you
to think that the relationship between author and reader (audience) has changed.
Next, discuss about what you think is the ideal relationship between author and reader

(audience).

The part marked ----------------- is taken from Introduction a l'analyse structural des

regits by Roland Barthes.
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Question 2 (science and technology questions that test theoretical thinking skills)

The system of renting bicycles through conventional shops seen in areas such as
sightseeing spots are developing into systems comprised of bicycle sharing stations —
exemplified by Vélib in Paris in the latter half of the 2000s — and dockless bicycle
sharing — exemplified by services like mobike in China in the latter half of the 2010s.

Compare these three systems and analyze them from the perspectives of social life
and information technology. Next, based on the historical development of these
systems, conjecture about what they will be like in the future and freely discuss what
you think the prospects and possibilities are for a system or systems involving shared

use in your own field of interest.

For reference:

Shop-based bicycle rental is a system in which a user goes to a store to borrow a
bicycle. Users designate when they will return the bicycle and pay a fee in advance,
the amount of which depends on how long they use the bicycle. In many cases,
users are required to present identification. When users have finished using the
bicycles, they go back to the original store and return them. In this system, it is
assumed that the user will use the bicycle for a length of time ranging from half a

day to a number of days.

Station-based bicycle sharing is a system in which users borrow bicycles from
stations (rental facilities) located around the city. There are many stations
available, and the user may return the bicycle to any of them. Users use this
system through their personal smartphones or through terminals installed at the

stations. It is presumed that users will use this system for a short period of time.

Dockless bicycle sharing is a system in which a user uses a smartphone to search
for and borrow a nearby bicycle. Because the system does not employ docks
(facilities where bicycles are parked) users can return the bicycles by leaving them
at any public space. It is assumed that bicycles will be used for a short length of

time.
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