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Questionl (short essay)

The "Arab Spring," Beginning with Tunisia's Jasmine Revolution of 2010 and the
Egyptian Revolution of 2011, caused the spread of a new media-dependent network that
gave rise to an awareness of the public sphere and garnered support from many people.

The philosopher Judith Butler cites the concept of performativity in relation to this,
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------------------------------------- " In that sense, one could say that the above revolutions are
the most symbolic events in which media has called the state of the community into
question.

Give one or more examples of media in contemporary society that has changed how
people relate to one another or the nature of people themselves. Then, describe your
thoughts about the significance of these one or more examples as well as problems

related them.

The part marked ----------- 1s an excerpt from Notes toward a Performative Theory of
Assembly by Judith Butler
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Question 2 (science and technology questions that test theoretical thinking skills)

We are surrounded by information appliances and use these machines daily. In this
societal context, MEXT* has made significant changes to curriculum guidelines:
starting in 2020, programming, one aspect of information studies, will be a required
subject in elementary school. It is not limited to this level: information studies
education is also being strengthened in middle and high school more than ever before.
The objective of this curriculum is not to increase the number of people working in
programming careers, but rather to cultivate programming-like thinking.

Based upon this, write your thoughts about what the programming-like thinking that
students should learn in school for the future is, and explain its significance. Also,
propose a class to develop in elementary or middle school that implements your idea,

and describe the content of the class.

*MEXT: The Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
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