
 

2018 Activity Report James Gibson. 

Associate Professor 

Outline of activities 

 
During this academic year I focused on improving the experience of One Tree Academy both 
during the event itself and online. I good amount of time was spent archiving the movie data, 
making it available online. In order to achieve this I took on the challenge of redesigned the 
homepage, which was completed successfully. I also traveled to England to attend the ‘Do 
Lectures’ for porpoise of gaining insight on how a successful event is managed. I was able to 
talk to the event’s producers both from England and America and gain invaluable advice. In 
the second half of the year I spent time researching and visiting potential speakers / 
collaborators within Japan, of which was able to successfully interview and prepare the next 
One Tree academy event in May 2019. Towards the end of the academic year I focused on 
preparing my solo exhibition ‘Archetypal - Exploration into the Need, Want & Use of Things.` 
which opened as part of the ‘Marginalia 2019’ event in Minokamo-Shi, Gifu-ken in April 2019. 
 

 
 

Activites. 

One Tree Academy 

Theoretical and Dialectical Research 

Instagram: ​https://www.instagram.com/onetreeacademy​/ 
Homepage: ​onetreeacademy.xyz 
 
A FLOW space within the reach of mountain culture from which to view and discuss our 
sociocultural norms. 
 

Theory 

● A looking at, viewing, beholding. 
● A contemplative or speculative understandings of natural things.  

 
It’s ever more easy to get information, but does that make it any easier to choose the 
information to act upon? 
I hypothesise that the more we uncover —often contradictory, often incomplete— the more it 
leads us to apathy and immobility. With this tendency to overload, we become overwhelmed 
and unable to see where and what to start or change. 
 
We can relearn how to look and discover through our own eyes and our own experiences. 
Giving time to find truths and share these experiences in order to educate and aid positive 
action.  

https://www.instagram.com/onetreeacademy
http://onetreeacademy.xyz/


 

 

Dialectic 

● The art of investigating or discussing the truth of opinions. 
● An enquiry into metaphysical contradictions and their solutions. 

 
Communicating is effortless with the aid of our ‘always-on’ devices and networks, but one 
could argue that face to face communication is suffering. The act of discussing one's own 
thoughts and opinions, learning and forming a shared schema of how to live (and work) is 
lost. Overtaken by ephemeral fickle outbursts aided by social media. There is the fear that 
our education system failing us. Failing to teach free discussion, producing graduates who 
more often than not have forgotten how to think for themselves, with no critical outlook. 
 
What if we took learning out of the system? Removing the classroom from the school and 
creating a platform from which to view and discuss. A situation where the hierarchical 
structures are flattened and everyone becomes a student and a teacher. 
 

Purpose 

● Rekindle the spirit of the campfire discussion. 
 
One Tree Academy is a place for face to face communication aiming to bridge the gap 
between passively consuming and actively doing. To decipher our knowledge while sharing 
and forming opinions and ways to act upon them.  
 
Through the various activities at the academy we hope to make decision making easier by 
experiencing and discussing, determining for ourselves through the discovery of truth. 
Actively teaching by example and leading examined lives, in order to establish clear starting 
points for others to research further and champion. Relearning the meaning of ‘quality’ and 
‘value’ in order to find a balance in life and work and to become healthy in body and mind.  
 

Campfire Talk #03 

Design your Creative Workstyle  

2018  5  19  ( )  20  ( ) 
 
We invite you to share an informal weekend of storytelling, sauna and campfire. Held over 
two days (May 19th & 20th) at One Tree Academy in the foothills of Ikeda mountain, 
Gifu-ken.  
 
For CFT#03 "Design your Creative Workstyle" we have some wonderful guest speakers who 
have all designed their personal working styles. Blurring the standard image of a "work-life 
balance" to design new ​Creative Workstyles​. Join us to learn and listen to their personal 
adventures, successes and failures along the path to creating their unique styles of living & 
working. 
 



 

We will also hold an African drum and dance workshop. You can learn the drum rhythms and 
dance moves, while hearing the story of two fascinating people who traveled across Africa 
learning the local drum and dance cultures. If you have a drum or percussion instrument 
please bring along and join the workshop and nighttime campfire drum session. 
 
“I am losing precious days. I am degenerating into a machine for making money. I am 
learning nothing in this trivial world of men. I must break away and get out into the mountains 
to learn the news” ― John Muir. 
 
5 19 ⁸20 ─ ⌐ ↕╣╢One Tree Academy─ ≢∆⁹↓─▬ⱬfi♩│

─┤╙≤⌐≡◐ꜗfiⱪ⁸♩⁸◒כ◘▬◒ꜞfi◓╛◘►♫╩ ≤ ⌐ꜞꜝ♇◒☻⇔√

╩ ↕╪≤ ∆╢▬ⱬfi♩≢∆⁹ 
 
₈ ─№╢ ⅝ ╩♦◙▬fi∆╢↓≤₉≤™℮♥כⱴ≢⅔ ↑∆╢CFT (CampFire 
Talk) #03≢│⁸ ⌂ ⅝ ╩♦◙▬fi⇔√ ╠⇔™◕☻♩─ ₁⌐⅔ ╩⇔≡™√

∞⅝╕∆⁹◕☻♩─╖⌂↕╪│⁸꞉כ◒ꜝ▬ⱨⱣꜝfi☻─ ─№╡ ╩ ™⌂⅜╠⁸₈

─№╢ ⅝ ₉╩ ⌂◒כ♬ꜚ⅜♩☻◕⁹∆╕™≡⇔ ╛ ⅝ ╩ ╢↓≤┼─

─ ≢ ∫√ ⁸ ╛ ⌐≈™≡ ™≡╖╕⇔╞℮⁹ 
 
▪ⱨꜞ◌fi♄fi☻≤♪ꜝⱶ─꞉כ◒◦ꜛ♇ⱪ╙ ⇔╕∆⁹ ─♪ꜝⱶ╛ ╡─ ╩

┬√╘⌐▪ⱨꜞ◌─ ≢ ⇔√ ™ ─ ╩ ⅝⌂⅜╠⁸♪ꜝⱶ─ꜞ☼ⱶ╛♄fi☻

─ ╡ ↑╩ ™╕⇔╞℮⁹♪ꜝⱶ⌂≥─ ╩ ∫≡™╢ │−└ ∫≡⅝≡⁸꞉כ◒

◦ꜛ♇ⱪ╛ ⌐◐ꜗfiⱪⱨ□▬ꜘכ─ ╡≢♪ꜝⱶ☿♇◦ꜛfi⌐ ⇔≡ↄ∞↕™⁹ 
 
₈ ⌂ ₁⅜ ∫≡™ↄ⁹ │⅔ ╩ ╢ ⌐ ⇔≡™╢⁹↓─↕↕⌂™⌂ ─

≢│ ℮↓≤│⌂™⁸ ╩ ↄ√╘⁸ ⇔≡ ⌐ ≡ ⅛⌂↑╣┌⌂╠⌂™⁹₉ 
 ▪כ▪ꜙⱵהfiꜛ☺כ
 

Schedule 

19  12:00 
20  12:00 

 
19  
12:00 ~ Tent Sauna Party 
14:00 ~ Talk Event  
17:00 ~ Workshop 
Sunset ~ Campfire Social 
 
20  
Sunrise ~ Tent Sauna Party 
08:00 ~ Social Breakfast 
11:00 ~ Clean up 
12:00 End 
 



 

Guest Speakers 

● Lucas B.B. 
○ Traveller, Creative Director, Knee High Media, Papersky Magazine. 
○ “Continuing to Wonder & Wander.” 
○ "To order two beers in Japanese one must say ‘Knee High’. But the idea of 

only being as high as your knee give you a kids perspective on life and a 
humbleness to continue to wonder and wander." 
A life full of travel and creativity. Lucas is exploring the journey of life and 
work blurred into one creative adventure. 

○ View Talk 
 

● Ryotaro Taniguchi 
○ Hiker, Creative Director, RawLow Mountain Works 
○ “Make What You Want To Use.” 
○ "Bags handmade carefully one by one in our own factory in Tokyo. To all the 

hikers who love mountains and nature." 
With more than 20 year experience making bags for hikers and cyclists. 
Ryotaro shares his life story and how at RawLow Mountain Works they 
cherish the feelings of simply making what they want to use. 

○ View Talk 
 

● Shinya Tanaka 
○ Cyclist, Visionary, Founder at Circles Bicycle Shop & Community 
○ “Simple Things that Work.” 
○ "Who builds your bikes" 

Sharing his personal adventure in creating the successful bicycle shop 
'Circles' in Nagoya and the strong community which grew from his vision and 
kindness. 

○ View Talk 
 

● Takashi Inoue 
○ Cyclist, Maker, Welldone Nagoya 
○ “Bicycle + α.” 
○ "Bicycle + Hiking, Bicycle + Camping, Bicycle + Music. I am working on the 

theme of "bicycle + α" connecting a bicycle and another FUN activity." 
From humble beginnings making cycle caps in 2007 to a leading figure in the 
Japanese handmade bicycle goods community. Hear the story of creating the 
well known brand WellDone Nagoya... and other adventures. 

○ View Talk 
 

Workshop 

● Tres Tres Africa (African ​Drum & Dance Workshop) 
 

https://onetreeacademy.xyz/Lucas-B-B
https://onetreeacademy.xyz/Ryotaro-Taniguchi
https://onetreeacademy.xyz/Shinya-Tanaka
https://onetreeacademy.xyz/Takashi-Inoue


 

Activities 

● Tent Sauna Party 
● Campfire Social 

 

 
Guest Speaker : Lucas B.B. Traveller, Creative Director, Knee High Media, Papersky Magazine. 

 



 

 
Guest Speaker : Ryotaro Taniguchi. Hiker, Creative Director, RawLow Mountain Works. 
 

 
Guest Speaker : Shinya Tanaka. Cyclist, Visionary, Founder at Circles Bicycle Shop & Community. 
 



 

 
Guest Speaker : Takashi Inoue. Cyclist, Maker, Welldone Nagoya. 
 

 
Workshop : Tres Tres Africa. 
 



 

 
Workshop : Tres Tres Africa. 

 
 

   



 

Idea Sketching in TokyoーIAMASの著者4名×清水淳子氏による

ワークショップ 

June 16th, 2018. 
amu - 1-17-2 
 

Description 

ₐ▪▬♦▪☻◔♇♅—▪▬♦▪╩₄ ₅∆╢√╘─꞉כ◒◦ꜛ♇ⱪ ●▬♪ₑ─ ╩

⇔≡⁸ ⌐╟╢▪▬♦▪☻◔♇♅╩ ⌐ ≢⅝╢꞉כ◒◦ꜛ♇ⱪ╩ ™√

⇔╕∆⁹↕╠⌐⁸ₐGraphic Recorder ― ╩ ∆╢◓ꜝⱨ▫♇◒꜠◖כ♦▫fi◓─

ₑ─ ≢№╢ ↕╪╩◕☻♩⌐⅔ ⅝⇔≡⁸ ╩ ⅎ⌂⅜╠↓─ ─

╩ ⇔╕∆⁹ 
 
⇔™ ╩☻ⱦכ◘╛ ╡ ∆√╘⌐│ ⌂☻◐ꜟ╛ ⁸ ╩ ≈ ₁─ ⅜

≢№╢≤ ╦╣≡™╕∆⁹⇔⅛⇔⌂⅜╠⁸ ╛ ⁸ ─ ⌂╢ ₁⅜ ╩

≈↑≡ ∆╢↓≤│ ⌐│ ≢∆⁹↓─▬ⱬfi♩≢│⁸∕℮⇔√ ≢ ⌂

─1≈₈▪▬♦▪☻◔♇♅₉╩ ⇔╕∆⁹▪▬♦▪☻◔♇♅│⁸ ↕™⌂⅜╠╙

─№╢ IAMAS ▬▪ⱴ☻ ≤™℮  
≢13 ⌐ ↕╣ ─ⱪ꜡☺▼◒♩╩ ∂≡ ⇔≡⅝√ ≢∆⁹ 
│⁸↓─ ╩ ∆╢ ₐ▪▬♦▪☻◔♇♅—▪▬♦▪╩₄ ₅∆╢√╘─

꞉כ◒◦ꜛ♇ⱪ ●▬♪ₑ─ ╩ ⇔≡⁸ ⌐╟╢▬ⱬfi♩╩ ⇔╕∆⁹

≢│⁸ₐGraphic Recorder ― ╩ ∆╢◓ꜝⱨ▫♇◒꜠◖כ♦▫fi◓─ ₑ

─ ≢№╢ ↕╪╩◕☻♩⌐⅔ ⅝⇔≡⁸ ╩ ⅎ⌂⅜╠↓─ ─ ╩

⇔╕∆⁹ ≢│⁸ ⌐▪▬♦▪☻◔♇♅꞉כ◒◦ꜛ♇ⱪ╩ ⇔⁸ ─

☿♇◦ꜛfi╩ ∂≡ ╩ ╘╕∆⁹ 
↓─▬ⱬfi♩⌐ ∆╢↓≤⌐╟╡⁸ ≢▪▬♦▪╩ ∆╢≤ ⌐ ╩ ⅎ

╢↓─ ╩ ≢ ≢⅝⁸ ⌂ ⌐≈™≡╙ ╢↓≤⅜≢⅝╢≢⇔╞℮⁹ 
 
Schedule 
13:00₩13:10 ▬fi♩꜡♄◒◦ꜛfi / Introduction 
13:10₩14:30  fiꜛ◦♇☿◒כ♩
14:30₩15:00  
15:00₩17:30 ▪▬♦▪☻◔♇♅꞉כ◒◦ꜛ♇ⱪ 
17:30₩18:00 Q&A 
18:00₩19:00  
 



https://note.mu/shotakatagiri/n/na4260209c428
https://twitter.com/amujp

