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IAMAS NOW ! STUDIO ! IMPACT ! FOOD ! PLAY !
Christa Sommerer 7 J A% -V LS5—

Former Associate professor of IAMAS, Director of IAMAS Campus Exhibition, Head of Interface Culture, University of Art and Design, Linz, Austria
TIEBHEERAERAFZHEE. 4+ VN ABTAL V22— BYVYERIEIZAKE - 1V 25074 THILF +—HKEK

In 2004 IAMAS has been given the unique opportunity to present itself for
the first time at a large exhibition outside Japan, as part of Ars Electroni-
ca's Campus Exhibition at the University of Artand Design in Linz. As a former
Associate Professor of IAMAS and a long-term participant of Ars Electronica and
a former Golden Nica Award winner (for Interactive Art in 1995, together with
Laurent Mignonneau) it was a particular pleasure for me to be asked to help
coordinate this student exhibition. IAMAS is widely considered one of Asia's top
media art education institution and it has gained an international reputation for
its excellent facilities, highly qualified teaching staff, low student-teacher ratio,
highly qualified students and graduates, international exchange and the Artist in
Residence Program and its many extra-curricular programs. Teachers and staff
of IAMAS have put together an exhibition that represents the un-bureaucratic,
vibrant diversity of IAMAS activities, its curriculum and programs.

IAMAS NOW ! STUDIO ! IMPACT ! FOOD ! PLAY ! brought together the typical
IAMAS spirit to Ars Electronica 2004 in Linz. It was a unique mixture of study,
play, exchange, research and innovation created by IAMAS students, teachers,
graduates and friends around the world. My personal resume after the exhibition
was that it had a very positive impact on people in Linz and on the general public
of the Ars Electronica Festival and | only received the best of comments about the
high and sophisticated quality of the student works. One of the most touching
comments for me was however by a IAMAS student who participated in the
show and later told me that this experience changed his life! Let us hope that we
were able to changed the lives of visitors a little bit too and that we gave them
an impression of vibrant and positive spirit of Japanese media art through this

exhibition, which | am proud to have been able to be part of.
8

2004 ., IAMAS i, V) YERITZRFERBIC [7ILR - ILY bOZHF+ R
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Interviews

Gerfried Stocker

Artistic Director of Ars Electronica
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I'm totally excited by the whole exhibition, and | think what is very impres-
sive for someone here from Europe is the very high quality of the finish of
how each installation is made.

It's not just a concept, not just a quick draft. It's really very well designed,
very well handcrafted, and the innovation of the concepts also is very ex-
citing, so congratulations to IAMAS and all the students and teachers there

for this wonderful work.
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Alex Adriaansens

Director of V2_ organization
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I think it gives a good overview of what IAMAS is doing at the moment.

I know IAMAS from its first days, I've been there when there were almost
no students. Now | can see how IAMAS has developed over time, and one
can see the diversity of the conceptual artistic approaches of the students
and the works they make. One of the things one can see in the exhibition
is this typical Japanese approach which is the preciseness and the fineness
of (interface) design. The playfulness of handling sounds, images and the
interaction design a.s. is very nicely done.

I'm very pleased to see how IAMAS in general is developing. It's cool.
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Peter Weibel

Media theorist, Curator and Artist, ZKM
director
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First of all, | found most of the works very poetic. | also liked the broad
range of the works between playfulness and conceptual works. | also liked
that some of the pieces had been closely designed, because | think it's im-
portant to improve our ambience with electronic media.

I think, I also liked... each work, whether a design or conceptual work, had
a visible art aspect. It was not just technology, or just a game. It always
had an aspect of art. And | was surprised with the high quality, on a design
level. | would say, not only poetic justice, they have also a kind of poetic

perfection.
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Erkki Huhtamo

Professor, Department of Design | Me-
dia Arts, UCLA
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I think the most important thing that makes this IAMAS exhibition so im-
pressive is the playful creativity that manifests itself on every level. This is
something very different from what | usually experience in the West, and |
think it is one of the reasons why people have been so surprised to see such
a collection of wonderful work.

Yet the work from IAMAS is not limited to just one category or genre, which
seems to be the case with many art schools these days. Variety and open-
ness are very important things, and | see them everywhere in the work from
IAMAS. | am looking forward to seeing what surprises future will bring us
from Ogaki city!
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Casey Reas

Media artist, co-developer of the
Processing computer language
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| think the exhibition has a wonderful, playful feel. I'm really happy to see
so many physical objects being built where there is no obvious computer
and you interact directly with your hands rather than through a mouse and
keyboard. | appreciate the way things are built -- there's a refined physical
quality to the objects that makes the exhibition very special.
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Machiko Kusahara

Curator, Professor of Waseda University
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Many people mentioned that the IAMAS Exhibition was almost as impor-
tant as the OK Centre exhibition that featured the award winning works of
Ars Electronica this year. | think this exhibition was a huge success.

The quality was high, there was a variety, Japanese taste and international
scope were well balanced and mixed, while not only visual but also sound
and web-based works were shown. Overall, the exhibition (including the
café, which was a very nice idea) clearly showed the wide variety of media

art today, and its connection to youth culture and pop culture.
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Press

Coverage Ars Electronica and the Campus Exhibition was featured in local
newspaper in Linz, the New York Times and Gifu Shimbun as well as web
sites such as Leonard online and arte.
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Newspaper:
00.NachirichtenThema (August 27)
“Die Zukunft der Medienkunst”

Neues Volksblatt (September 4)
“irritationen, die nicht gleich das Pradikat ‘Kunst’ tragen”
Kronenzeitung (September 5)
“Geishas und Computer”
Der Standard (September 7)
“Linz, wie es surft und lacht”
The New York Times (September 8)
Gifu Shimbun (September 21)

Web site:
arte

http://www.arte-tv.com/fr/search__results/698810.htm|

Leonardo online

http://mitpress2.mit.edu/e-journals/Leonardo/reviews/nov2004/
ars_engeli.html
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Residency programs generally give artists the opportunity to
create works at a host institution - and region, over a distinct
period. For artists, to sojourn, conduct research and collaborate,
means also to position themselves as outsiders; thus they expe-
rience not only a different culture but also have many opportu-
nities to review their work from new angles and share their ap-
proachesand interpretations with the host community.
Residencies need to be prepared to deal with unexpected occur-
rences, fostering creative flexibility and tenacity; these are also
numerous irreplaceable experiences for the residents as well as
for the hosts.

Within the many ambitious residency programsin Japan, the
IAMAS Artist in Residence Program - AIR - has been showing
particularly outstanding results by international standards since
itsimplementation back when the school opened. In addition to
supporting internationally successful artists and promising
young talents mainly from the field of media art on their leap
forward to the next level, the synergetic effect between AIR
and education at the school has helped enhance the worldwide

reputation of IAMAS as an educational institution.

Incubator for Transformation
EARDIH DR

Yukiko Shikata
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This Ogaki-based institute focusing primarily on research and
education in media art trains an elite of diverse creators.

The school promotes active communication and collaboration
according to each student's personal work, research and skills,
and by inviting artists to enter this compact, tight-knit commu-
nity, it has created an unprecedented kind of setting for mutual
creative inspiration. In exchange for providing IAMAS with the-
oretical and practical connections to the world by becoming part
of the network, resident artists take what they have learned at
IAMAS and apply it to their works and activities.

Perspectives and perceptions change, and through production
and practice society and its prospects change as well... There is
aneed for us to recognize the potential for transformation in
the world as a result of the way people meet and live, just like
Joseph Beuys expanded the concept of Kapitalfrom established
economic value to people and society, and Pierre Klossowski
developed the concept of La Monnaie Vivante - living currency.
Not only those who explicitly postulate such shifts, but also
those involved and affected are solicited to become triggers for
new transformations; itisimportant to have incubators which
accelerate this effect by providing a platform for people to meet
and engage in creative work. Needless to say, the IAMAS AIR
Program is one such uniquely powerful incubator for transfor-
mation.

I'm looking forward to seeing how this program continues to
inspire and educate people, and instigate a great variety of pro-

grams following that model.
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Creators from diverse fields are recognized today as key actors
in the economies of the 21st century. In Great Britain for exam-
ple, the creative industries, defined in a total of thirteen cate-
gories which include domains such as art, design, architecture,
film, media, fashion design, and computer games, are regarded
asincreasingly strong drivers of the national economy.

The 2002 publication of urban economist Richard Florida's book
The Rise of the Creative Class elicited strong response around
the world for his analysis of the working styles and thoughts of
young IT entrepreneurs who started up Google and Yahoo!
among others, and his definition of a Creative Class. The keyword
in each case is creativity,and now many countries and local au-
thorities are striving to incorporate aspects of creativity into
their policies.

It hasbecome almost impossible to discuss the future of a nation,
region or city without the involvement of artists and other crea-
tors.

In Japan, the city of Yokohama is taking the lead in this direction
with its Creative City Yokohama policy, a bold support program
forventuresand other activities aiming to attract contemporary
artists and creative people from the digital contents industries
to Yokohama.

There are countless other examples of culture and art playing
central rolesin urban revitalization in western countries, which
suggestsacommon universal awareness of aesthetic and crea-

tive work as the new lifeblood of regions and cities.

Mission and Impact
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Against this backdrop, | believe that the role of higher education
institutions such as IAMAS, which provide education and re-
search environments for experts on the forefront of these crea-
tive activities, will find more and more attention. Across Japan,
more than thirty Artist in Residence programs are presently
implemented in different shapes and scales, yet AMAS' may
very well be the only one held at a higher education institution
specializing in media art.

In Holland, where creative industries are enjoying strong pro-
motion, the Rijksakademie in Amsterdam, the Jan Van Eyck
Academie in Maastricht, and other art universities offer gradu-
ates the possibility to develop their ideas in artist residency
programs after gathering some real life experience as artists.
Even Harvard University and the University of Cambridge have
started on campus programs welcoming residents from com-
pletely different fields to step in and stimulate new perspectives
and thoughts.

Exchange between people across different cultural backgrounds
and artistic categories generates a constant flow of ideas, and
encourages regional circulation of creativity.

The role of Artist in Residence programs is to afford a support
system for creation, trial-and-error experimentation, discover-
ies, encounters, and collaborative work. They can also create
awareness of the possibilities, attractions and problems in cities
and regions that local residents are too close to see. | believe

that thissystem is charged with immeasurable potential.
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